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October 2017

Dear Parents/Caregivers,
October is Child Abuse Prevention month in Canada. On October 24, 2017 many boards of education and schools across Ontario will participate in Dress Purple Day as a way of collectively speaking up and sharing the message that child abuse and neglect can be prevented and that help is available. The Dress Purple Day campaign is led by Children’s Aid Societies, a key partner in keeping children and youth safe.
This year the Ontario Association of Children’s Aid Societies (OACAS) has launched an exciting initiative to help students and teachers engage in important conversations during the month of October about their safety and well-being. Dress Purple Day Classroom Resources have been designed to support teachers to engage in conversations with their students about safety and well-being, and how to identify helping adults in the community. The theme of Dress Purple Classroom Resources is “It takes a village to keep kids safe.” These classroom resources can be found on the OACAS website at www.oacas.org.
Your child’s class will participate in Dress Purple Day and learn how the village they live in helps to keep them safe. We hope that you will encourage your child to wear something purple on October 24 to help recognize the day. If this is not possible, your child’s teacher may also have other purple options available to students in the classroom. 
If you would like to learn more about Dress Purple Day and the Child Abuse Prevention Month campaign, please visit the OACAS website at www.oacas.org. 
Thank you for your support. 

Your school team
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